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Fredericton, NB, The Reporter, Page 2 - Friday, November 12, 1852 - WOODSTOCK - Our Woodstock contemporary expresses his regret that we have ceased to agitate the subject of the Railway.  We beg leave to remind him that long before the Legislature of this Province ever entertained the idea of a Railroad, we were the steady and constant advocate of the only line which we deemed fitting for the promotion of the great commercial and political interests of the whole of the North American Provinces, Viz: from Saint John to Canada, by the Valley of the St. John river.  In this object we have been singly defeated, not by the press of the country, - not one of whose conductors dared to take up the subject and discuss it with us on its merits - but by the assembled Executive and Legislative power and wisdom of the Province.  Under such circumstances we consider our further interference useless; although as the Sentinel will perceive, by this day’s issue, we do not mean to restrain our correspondents.


Next to Fredericton, Saint John is the spot of this whole world where we have the greatest number of sincere and esteemed friends; and gladly would we, if within our power have carried a measure which would have given that noble City an independent Terminus, and the Province an Inter-colonial Railway; but even the people of Saint John, or at least the great majority there, judged of the matter in a different light from ours, and as we stated once before, for good or evil they have succeeded.  Old Father Time will hereafter furnish all the developments.

——

Woodstock, NB, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, March 4, 1865 - BRANCH RAILROAD - As it appears there is a misunderstanding in the minds of many of he people of the County as to the terms of the resolution for a bill, passed at the last session of the Municipal Council, relating to a branch railroad to Woodstock, we republish the resolution in order ti satisfy the minds of such, that all that is asked, is for the people to have the power, to use when they desire it, to do certain things:


“Whereas it has been ascertained upon reliable authority that th branch railroad, connecting the N.B. & C.R.R. with the river St. John at or near Woodstock, can be operated for the sum of $19,000 per mile, including rolling stock;- and whereas the Government of this Province stands pledged to give a bonus of $10,000 per mile, a sum more than half the amount required for construction of same;- and whereas it is of the first importance to address the interests of the agriculturalist and inhabitants generally of the County of Carleton, that a connection with the great markets of this Province and the United States shall be made:- and whereas it is highly desirable that the ownership and control of said branch shall be in the County, satisfied that the direct pecuniary benefit will be more than counterbalance the small amount of tax involved by its construction;- and whereas it is desirable that power should be immediately obtained from the Legislature, to empower this Municipality to borrow money for the construction of the before mentioned road.  Therefore resolved, that the Legislature of this Province, at its coming session, be requested to enact such a law as may be necessary to give this Municipality power, to loan money on its debentures, for the purpose of constructing a branch railroad between the N.B. &. C.R.R. and the river St. John, at or near Woodstock, as may be decided under the Facility Bill of 1864, whenever the people of this County may desire it.

(Signed)
D. F. Merric, Chairman,
Committee Room, January 13th, 1865


Several articles, Editorial and communicates have appeared in our columns showing the proposition of the Council to be perfectly feasible.  If there are the strong which Mr. Drier as the champion of the Anti-railway men, intimated on Saturday, we wish some of them would enlighten the public through our paper.


We confess to having been disappointed at the course taken by Messrs. Connell and Lindsay with regard to this enterprise at Florenceville and at the hustings on Saturday.  We protest that gentlemen occupying their position should not, even by silence, pander to that felling of jealously which exists between country and town, much less should they encourage that disposition which if so general to regard everything, and every proposition, which involves taxation as a grievous burden, and something to be resisted.  When a gentleman like Mr. Connell says, “I never can consent that the County should be directly taxed for this branch railway,” he must be influenced by one of three causes.  He must either be convinced that it won’t pay; must be afraid of his own share of the taxes of else merely desirous to make political capital out of it.  If the first, then it should be shown to the people that it would be impolite and dangerous to undertake the work.  Mere idle assertion is not sufficient, it frightens a few, leaves reasonable men in doubt.  Either of the other two reasons are unworthy in the extreme.  The subject is of quite too much importance to be dismissed be a brief sentence.


We think the opinion and judgement of a large majority of the Council is worthy some respect, and that opinion and judgment certainly is not lessened in claim, when it is endorsed by many of the electors of the County and by the press.


It is not valid objection merely that in Canada certain municipalities have undertaken public works and have failed to pay the interest on the money.  This has been used as an argument against Confederation, and is as valid in one case as in the other, and has weight in neither because experience is only taken as a corrector of evils, not a preventative of progress.


We believe that the County might build the road without having to feel the taxes; that it will prove a profitable investment; that the facilities now offered are as large as sought to be provided from the public chest, and as large as will be; that the work should be undertaken at once in order to secure the bonus and the construction of the road.


If we are wrong, and those who think with us, then it becomes our political teachers and guardians to show plainly and unequivocally how we are wrong, and thus educate the people into an intelligent understanding of the questions.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, March 25, 1865 - RAILWAY MEETING - At a Public Railway Meeting held in Connell’s Hall, Woodstock, on Saturday the 18th March, 1865, at 4:00 o’clock P.M.


Mayor Fisher was called to the chair.  Mr. James Edgar was requested to act as Secretary.


The Chairman explained that this meeting was called for the purpose of promoting the formation of a Company to build a Branch line from the St. Andrews Railway to the river St. John, at Woodstock.  An Act was passed at the last session of the Assembly, incorporating a Company for that purpose; and the Government bonus of $10,000 a mile was opened to those undertaking the construction.  In order to organize a Company under the Act mentioned, the 27th Victoria chapter 52, it was necessary as a preliminary measure to have $40,000 of Stock subscribed.  He presumed that the principal of this meeting was to take steps to obtain subscriptions of Stock.  W. M. Buck, C.E., had, under instructions from the Government, made a survey of several routes for this branch and had found three practical lines.  Mr. Buck had kindly sent him, (the chairman) a tracing of the profile of the Fish Creek survey, accompanied by an estimate of the project cost and a statement of the actual cost of 34 miles of the St. Andrews Railroad.  These papers were read for the information of those present.  The chairman then read the following letter, and the statement, a synopsis of which follows:

Woodstock, March 9, 1865.

To the Chairman of the


“Woodstock Railway Company”

DEAR SIR: - Having been informed that it is your intention at an early date, as Chairman of the above Company, to call a meeting of the Proprietors (named in the Act passed during the Legislature session of last year) for the transaction of the gross apportioning thereto, I have much pleasure in presenting you with a traced copy of the profile of the present preliminary and explorative survey from the St. Andrews Railway,near Fish Creek, to the Town, and beg you will submit it for inspection at your meeting.


I also present a statement of the actual cost of construction of 34 miles of the St. Andrews Railway, which will serve to show that the Estimate of $15,000 per mile for the Woodstock Branch introduced by the Warden at the last meeting of the County Council, need not be considered; - all things being equal, - as too low a figure.


The length of the present traverse section is 13 miles to the proposed terminus at “Bull’s Flat.”  When the line is located the whole distance will be shortened about 1,600 feet.  More that a mile is lost after crossing the Meductic Brook, inasmuch as it was found impracticable to continue in a straight line for the Town; it was therefore necessary to follow the course of the Brook to a point below White’s, before a more direct line could be attained.  On the survey made in 1858 from Rankin’s Mill at Eel River, the crossing of the brook involved an embankment containing 220,000 cubic yards; by the present survey the “filling in” will not exceed 50,000 cubic yards; so that although a mile is lost in distance, there is secured, on the other hand a very important gain in the quantity of earthwork, and consequent cost of grading.


The comparative quantities on the three routes already surveyed are as follow, the first two being located:


cubic yards
Average quantity per mile Wolhaupter


route - 9 miles
32,900.

Average quantity per mile Debec


route - 10 miles
26,950.

Average quantity per mile Fish Creek


route - 13 miles
18,200.


>From the above it will be seen that the last survey is 14,700 cubic yards under the Wolhaupter line, and 8,750 cubic yards less that the Debec line.


The average quantity of earth-work per mile on the St. Stephen Branch Railway, 18 miles in length, is 22,000 cubic yards.  So that Fish Creek has the advantage of being still less by 3,800 cubic yards per mile.


My estimate for the St. Stephen Branch Railway, including Iron, Rolling Stock, Station Buildings and Engineering was in the aggregate $288,000.  Of this sum the item for:-

Rolling Stock and Stations was
$40,000

The item for Iron, at $4,800 per mile was
   86,400

$126,400

Those being deducted from the general estimate leaves $161,600, which divided by mileage, 18, gives a quotient if $9,000 for grading the road-bed, and furnishing sleepers, ballast and plate laying.  If the cost of rails is added, and that of the rolling stock omitted, we have an estimate amounting to $13,800 per mile, as cost of construction without equipment, $10,000 of which is furnished as a bonus by the Government, leaving a balance of $3,800 per mile for 13 miles of the Fish Creek branch; in all a total sum (in round numbers) of $50,000 to be actually expended by the County of Carleton.


Trusting the foregoing information, together with the accompanying enclosure, will be acceptable to you and the meeting.


I remain, Dear Sir,



Yours very truly,



Walter M. Buck,

Engineer in charge of survey.

Synopsis of cost of construction of 34 miles New Brunswick and Canada Railway.


Grading, clearing and grubbing,

ballasting, sleepers, tracklaying, rails, chains,

spikes, &c., clearing station grounds at Canterbury,

water works at Canterbury, station, freight

and engine houses, turn-out &c.
$470,143


Cost of Engineering
   17,038


Total
$487,181

Being equal to $14,329 per mile, leaving a margin of $4,671 (under $19,000 per mile) for rolling stock and other contingent expenses.



Walter M. Buck,


Chief Engineer

At the suggestion of R. A. Hay, Esquire, a Subscription List for Stock was then opened; and during the course of the meeting extensive subscriptions were made.


On the motion of the Honourable C. Connell, the Chairman and Secretary were appointed a Committee to prepare the proceedings of the meeting for publication, and to have them published in such a manner as should think fit.


The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee to obtain subscriptions of stock:- Messrs. W. F. Dibble, James Edgar, W. T. Baird, James Grover, David Munro, with the members of the County council; the Committee to have power to add to their numbers.


On motion of Mr. Grover a Committee was appointed to obtain from persons through whose land the Branch Railway might pass a grant of the right-of-way gratis.  Sheriff Dibble and W. F. Dibble were appointed the Committee for that purpose.


The Secretary announced that about $14,000 of stock had already been subscribed.


The meeting then adjourned until Saturday the 25th instant, then to meet in the same place at 4:00 o’clock, P.M.

James Edgar, Secretary.
——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, March 25, 1865 - COLONIAL NEWS - The following are the comparative return of Traffic Receipts of the New Brunswick and Canada Railway for the



Month ending
Corresponding

Source

25th February, 1865
Month last year
Passengers
$  179.68
$374.65

Freight

 2,152.59
 2,954.25
Total

$2,332.27
$3,328.80

Decrease in 1865, $996.53


Henry Osburn, Manager.
——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, April 15, 1865 - OUR RAILWAY - The people of this Town certainly have done a praiseworthy act in that they have subscribed the necessary stock, to meet the requirements of law, preliminary to the formation of a Company to build the branch railroad under the facility bill of last session.  At a moment when, owing to sectional difficulties, the whole matter seemed likely to collapse, a determined effort on the part of a few gentlemen, who canvassed the town with a persistency and zeal above all praise, saved the scheme, and placed the stock list in its present position.  Almost every man in town has now an interest direct in the road, or rather by subscribing for stock every man has shown that he understands that he is interested in the construction of the road.  This action of the Town will quiet the nerves of those who have been so fearful lest the whole County would be ruined to save Woodstock.  The frightful bugbear, taxation which has so appalled our good friends outside of town will now be exercised.  The town has done just what it should do, and we hope nothing will occur to stay the present favourable prospect of a speedy beginning of the branch.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, May 19, 1865 - OUR RAILWAY - The St. Stephen Company has placed the construction of their branch line under contract, and the work is to be proceeded with immediately.  Every day the necessity for the construction of the Woodstock branch becomes more apparent to those who have enough at stake to induce them to pay any attention to the position of affairs as concerns this County.  We refer now to the agricultural interest, to which every other interest in this County is subservient, and from the success of which alone can any other branch of industry or trade here expected to thrive.  We have now a plenty of chances for communicating with Saint John by steamboat.  Freight can be carried cheaply and safely; but let one of our farmers go to Saint John with a lot of potatoes or oats, or any other kind of produce, and what does he find?  Why, that every farmer from Boar’s Head to Temiscouata who has any surplus produce is there, or has been there just before him, on the same errand, and that the supplies from that source added to the regular supplies from the Eastern sections have produced such a surfeit in the market that prices are ruinously low, and that even the low rates prevailing at home would have paid them better than those which they find prevail at Saint John.  This is the fact.  And the evil is growing more and more.  There are but two remedies; the one which must be the result of fortuitous circumstances and brought about by time is the creation of a home market.  We are of those who believe such a market would have been the result of Confederation, but that chance has ben passed by.  The other remedy is a railroad; this is within our reach.  This may be provided, and at once, if the independent farmers of Carleton County will only take that interest in the matter which a regard to their own pockets demand, and take stock.  The farmers must remember this; that the merchants and mechanics of Woodstock can with ease pull up stakes and away, but they, the farmers, are tied here, and the very causes, the failure of trade, which operate to force the first named to seek other spheres of operation, so depreciates the value of property as to render the sales of farms out of the question.  Will then our farmers think of this matter and do their duty, not to the country, but to themselves, by subscribing at once for one or more shares of stock.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, May 19, 1865 - WOODSTOCK RAILWAY - According to announcement the stockholders of the Woodstock Branch Railway met at Connell’s Hall on Monday afternoon last to make choice of Directors.  There was quite a general attendance, and considerable interest manifested.  L. P. Fisher, Esquire, was called to the Chair, and James Edgar, Esquire, appointed Secretary.  Upon a ballot being taken, the following gentlemen were declared the Directors until the annual meeting in July next; L. P. Fisher; G. W. Vanwart; R. A. Hay; J. R. Hartley; F. R. J. Dibble; J. C. Winslow; G. H. Connell.


Immediately after the close of above meeting the Directors met together when L. P. Fisher, Esquire, was chosen President, and W. F. Dibblee, Esquire, Secretary to the Board.

——

Woodstock, NB, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, April 13, 1867 - A Friend has called our attention to a statement, in the St. Croix Courier, which we had overlooked, and which conveys a very wrong impression.  It is stated that the filling at Bedell Brook, on the Woodstock Railway, is 85 feet deep, whereas it is only 50 feet.  The former figures would make it one of the largest embankments in the Province, while in really there are several much greater, if we are not mistaken.  The 35 additional to its actual depth would increase it nearly three-fold.  Our railway only averages 17,000 cubic yards of excavations per mile, being less than on any other railroad in the Province.

——

Woodstock, NB, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 3 - Saturday, April 13, 1867 - WOODSTOCK RAILWAY COMPANY - THE SHAREHOLDERS of this Company are hereby notified that the Board of Directors, at a meeting held this day, ordered, by virtue of the powers given them by the Act incorporating the Company, - 27 Victoria, Chapter 57, - a fourteen call of five per centum on the stock subscribed, to be paid in by the shareholders respectively, and have appointed to the 20th day of May next, at the office of the Treasurer, in the Town of WOODSTOCK, County of Carleton, as the time and place when and where the same shall be paid to James Grover, Esquire, the Treasurer of the Company who is appointed and authorized to receive the same.


Dated at Woodstock, March 28, 1867.

JAMES WATTS,
R. A. HAY,

Secretary.
President.

——

Woodstock, NB, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, June 15, 1867 - BRIEF LOCALS - The first instalment of iron for the Woodstock Railway, from England, reached Woodstock on Monday last.

——

Woodstock, Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, June 29, 1867 - Our correspondent at Lakeville informs us that at a meeting of the rate-payers of Simonds, held at Lakeville on Saturday last, a vote was taken on the propriety of the County donating a sum of money to the Woodstock Railway Company.  There was one vote in favour and eighty-seven against it.

——

Saint John, NB, The Globe - Thursday, August 1, 1867 - THE WOODSTOCK - Fredericton - A most unfortunate accident happened yesterday to the locomotive Woodstock intended for the Branch Railway which arrived here from Saint John in a woodboat Friday last evening.  The men employed had just got the engine partly on board an up-river towboat when its weight sank it and both are now lying in eight feet of water, the accident is much to be regretted as it will cost a considerable sum to raise that dead weight.

——

Woodstock, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - August 3, 1867 - The first locomotive for the Woodstock Railroad is now en route for its destination, having reached Fredericton, where it was the observed of all observers.  It would have been here before this but for the unfortunate accident which occurred when getting it into the towboat at Fredericton.

——

Woodstock, NB, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, August 17, 1867 - We are glad to learn from Mr. Whitehead that the locomotive “Woodstock” was not injured by being submerged in the river.  It is safe on terra firma.

——

Woodstock, Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, September 7, 1867 - LOCOMOTIVE - The locomotive for our Railway has arrived and is now safely deposited on the track, waiting for the motive power, steam, to be applied to start on her mission, of ballasting the road.  Track laying is being proceeded with vigorously, and all the appearances indicate that before many months elapse we shall be in communication by rail with the sea board.

——


Note: See CRHA article on Fleming, etc, in September - October 1992 of Canadian Rail.

——

Woodstock, Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, September 7, 1867 - ACCIDENT - A lad named Jackson had his foot badly crushed on Wednesday afternoon last, by the driving wheel of the locomotive on our Railway passing over it.  The unfortunate boy was alone to blame in the matter.

——

Woodstock, NB, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, September 28, 1867 - EDITORIAL ITEMS - The St. Croix Courier says that the new deepwater wharf at St. Andrews is nearly finished, and that eight hundred tons of railroad iron for the Woodstock Railway has arrived at St. Andrews.

——

Woodstock, NB, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, January 11, 1868 - A most miraculous escape from death occurred on the Railway on Thursday week.  A man named Hamilton was carrying or handling a keg of gun powder, when it exploded, fearfully shattering him, and injuring very severely a Mr. McKay, who was near by.  Strange to relate, both the injured men are now in a fair way of recovery, but the positive amount of lasting injuries cannot yet be known.  Hamilton will entirely lose one of his eyes.  Dr. Campbell was in attendance, promptly rendering every assistance.

——

Woodstock, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 1 - Saturday, April 25, 1868 - Work on the Woodstock Railway is being pushed forward with as much speed as is possible at this season of the year.  On Monday the locomotive made her first trip for the season over the track, running down some six miles.  This occasion was the first time the locomotive had crossed the trestle bridge at the big fill at the Bedell Brook; and the trial proved very satisfactorily the character of the trestle work.  The Directors and Contractors are doing all in their power to hasten the completion of the road, and should no unforseen cause arise to prevent, the cars will be running over the whole extent of the line by the June 1, next.


We are being continually enquired of regarding the Intercolonial Railway.  We are as much in the dark in relation thereto as our readers. We presume there are no new developments in the matter at Ottawa, or the Editor would post us.  It is now said by some, and perhaps it may turn out to be turn, though we scarcely believe its, that the Privy Council will refuse to settle the question of route themselves, but will leave it to the decision of the Home Government.  However, the decision, we presume, cannot much longer be delayed.  And we can only add that we have still strong hope that the Northern route will not be the one chosen.

——

Fredericton, New Brunswick Reporter, Page 2 - Friday, May 1, 1868 - HOUSE OF COMMONS - Ottawa - April 28 - The estimate for 1868, submitted by the Honourable Mr. Ross, today, includes the following:- Steam communications between Halifax and Saint John, $10,000; Steam communications between Saint John and Windsor, $4,000; Steam communications between New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, $1,000; Stock Western Extension Railway $120,000; Subsidy Western Extension Railway $500,000; Subsidy Woodstock Branch Railway $50,000; Subsidy Fredericton Branch Railway, $215,000.

——

Fredericton, New Brunswick Reporter, Page 2 - Friday, July 10, 1868 - WOODSTOCK BRANCH RAILWAY - The Woodstock Branch Railway is nearly if not altogether completed.  The Sentinel says:-


“As  stated in our last, the completion of laying the rails on the Woodstock Railway has been reached.  In a very short time the road will be open for traffic. As will be seen by advertisement in another place, there is to be an Excursion over the road to St. Stephen, on the 16th of the present month. We trust that large numbers of our readers will embrace the opportunity thus afforded of a ride over the road, and judge for themselves as to the character of the work.”

——

Woodstock, Carleton Sentinel - Saturday, July 25, 1868 - An excursion from Woodstock over the Woodstock Branch Railway to St. Stephen was held on Thursday, July 16, 1868.  Engineer Little was at the throttle of the engine Woodstock as it led 3 passenger cars and 4 platform cars during the 4 hours running time to St. Stephen.  The trip from Woodstock to Blanchards took 30 minutes.  Many were impressed with the work Whitehead and Rutherford the branch contractors had done on the “big fill” at Bedell Brook.  The train had to wait about an hour at Mugsby Junction for the St. Stephen “up train.”  The excursions were able to spend 5 hours in St. Stephen.


At 6:00 p.m. the “all aboard” was heard for the trip back to Woodstock.  It took about 2 hours to get up the grade near Wickham, that resulted in the train arriving back in Woodstock at 12:00 midnight.

——

Houlton, Maine - The Aroostook Times, Page 2 - Friday, September 11, 1868 - ORIGINAL AND SELECTED PARAGRAPHS - The Woodstock Railroad is open for general traffic, having been leased by Mr. Osborn of the St. Andrews road.

——

Halifax, NS - Evening Express, Page 2 - Friday, September 18, 1868 - The Woodstock Railway was opened to traffic on Tuesday, 8th instant.

——

Fredericton, New Brunswick Reporter, Page 2 - Friday, September 18, 1868 - THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT VERSUS THE “MORNING TELEGRAPH” - Having noticed an article in the Morning Telegraph of the 12th instant, reflecting severely upon the local government, and endeavouring to excite sympathy for the unfortunate St. Stephens Branch company, or some of its leading members, we were induced to make certain enquiries on the subject.  We have ascertained that our contemporary must have been deceived, and that he has not well considered the charges before giving them to the public.  We have further learned that no understanding was at any time entered into by the New Brunswick government with any St. Stephens parties to pay them $20,000 on account of the Woodstock Branch Railway, and that no memorandum to that effect has been placed on file among the government papers, and consequently that a memo, to that effect on the government files was not at any time admitted, and indeed could not have been admitted by the local government.


The Woodstock Branch Railway Company, in order to obtain funds to carry on their operations, obtained several acts of the Legislature authorizing them to issue Debentures.  Two of those Acts required statements that such debentures should be registered in the Registry office of the county, vid. 28th Victoria, chapter LIX, and 29th Victoria, chapter XVI.  A third Act required them to be registered in the office of the Provincial Secretary, that is in the Registry office of the province, vid. 29th Victoria, chapter XVII.


Under the last named act, statements of debentures were registered in the office of the Provincial Secretary, during the months of March and May, 1867, to the amount of $39,340.33 and no more, and these statements are still on the files of the said office.


The Subsidy to the Woodstock Branch Railway, assuming the length of the line at 11¼ miles its utmost extent, is $112,000; it is so set down in the estimates of the indebtedness of the province, laid before the legislature during the last session.  Of this amount $60,000 was paid to Mr. Hay, then President of said Branch, from time to time as the work progressed.  $30,000 has been paid to the agent of the St. Stephens Bank at the instance of the company.  The balance, about $20,000 will be paid to them, we presume, when it is duly certified to the government that all the conditions of the subsidy have been complied with.


Mr. Hay appears to have applied for and received subsidies to the extent of from $20,000 to $30,000 beyond what he was fairly and honestly entitled to, and no doubt beyond what he would have received had the government been appraised in time that Debentures had been negotiated to the extent of $35,000.

——

Chatham, NB, The Gleaner, Page 3 - Saturday, October 24, 1868 - NEW BRUNSWICK - Journal - In Woodstock, we learn, that business is quite lively.  Two boats run daily to Fredericton and the cars daily to St. Stephen and St. Andrews.  It is perfectly surprising where all the freight comes from.  The mills of all kinds are busily at work.  An engine house is being erected near the station and also a freight house.  The Camp is considered to have been a great success.  The progress made, in drill in some cases, is deemed incredibly great.  It is not know when our correspondent wrote, who the candidates for the local seat would be.  It is stated that L. P. Fisher, Esquire, was likely to be one of them.

——

Fredericton, New Brunswick Reporter, Page 2 - Friday, April 16, 1869 - ANOTHER WANT OF CONFIDENCE MOTION - On Wednesday afternoon Mr. Moore submitted a resolution binding the government to institute proceedings, civil or criminal against the parties who had nefariously obtained the $23,000 for the Woodstock Branch Railway.  As this affair from first to last was a positive swindle, and the parties who drew the money was cognizant of the fact, the public have a right to expect the government shall bring them to justice, since fraud is fraud, whether practised upon governments or individuals.  The fate of this Resolution is, however, jeopardized by a supplement of Dr. Dow’s, which moves in the following language, a direct vote of want of Confidence in the government:-


“Whereas this House in Supply did, on the 3rd day of April instant, vote the sum $22,340 in aid of the Woodstock Branch Railway, and


“Whereas, the said amount was over and above the subsidy authorized by law, but was voted in order to maintain the honour and integrity of the Province, and


“Whereas, in consequence of gross negligence and mismanagement on the part of the Government the said sum of $22,340 was to be paid in excess of the said subsidy, therefore


Resolved, as the opinion of this House that if the Government had used ordinary care, or had exhibited a proper regard for the interests of this Province, the said amount would not require to be paid.”


If Dr. Dow wishes to succeed in ousting the government he should seek to fasten upon them some real tangible sin, for we presume that are not guiltless.  In the present case, unless with their other responsibilities, they are responsible for omniscience, they could not possibly have prevented the Woodstock fraud.  The certificate of debt, by which alone they could be governed, if filed at all, was filed and abstracted before they ever came into power, and when the subsidy was demanded on the production of the proper vouchers, they had no other course but to pay it.  If the Doctor will undertake to show how they could under the circumstances have prevented the abstraction of this $22,000, we will give him credit for more logical penetration than falls to the share of ordinary legislators.  In all probability it will simply be a prolonging of the session two or three days at the public expense.


We have since learned that the Doctor contemplates withdrawing his motion.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, January 1, 1870 - We understand that Mr. A. Whitehead, C.E., has completed the location for an extension of the Woodstock Railway from its present terminus to a point on the Maduxnakik, near the site of Wardsworth & Stickney’s new mill.  The location is in every respect a favourable one.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, January 8, 1870 - WOODSTOCK RAILWAY - The Annual Meeting of the Shareholders of the Woodstock Railway Company, held on Tuesday last, was but thinly attended.  The old Board of Directors was re-elected, with the exception of Mr. Caldwell, whose place (that gentleman being now absent) was filled by the election of Mr. T. W. Longstaff.  There was no business of very great importance transacted.  The Directors were instructed to negotiate with the holders of the Company’s Bonds for any extension of time on said bonds; and the meeting adjourned to meet again on 19th instant, at 2:00 P.M., to hear the results of Directors’ effects in this respect.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, January 8, 1870 - RAILWAY MEETING - At a public meeting held at the office of L. P. Fisher, Esquire, on Monday, January 3, 1870, to consider the prospects of the Woodstock and Riviere du Loup Railroad, Mr. R. A. Hay was called to the chair, and Mr. Wm. F. Dibblee appointed Secretary.


On motion,


Whereas the question of the construction of a Railroad to connect the upper Provinces of the Dominion with New Brunswick by building 180 miles between Woodstock and Riviere du Loup is being agitated.


Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting such agitation should be continued in every practicable way, and that it is desirable that a meeting of gentlemen representing the several sections of this Province should, at an early date, be held at St. Stephen, in order to discuss the matter and form a Company to carry out the project.


On motion - Resolved, That a committee, consisting of Alfred Whitehead, Samuel Watts, Honourable C. Connell, R. A. Hay, and G. W. Vanwart, be appointed to confer with the people of St. Stephen in order to make arrangements for such meeting.


On motion - Resolved, That the Woodstock Railway Company should make the necessary application to the Dominion Government for legislation extending the power of said Company, so as to enable them to build a Railroad to Riviere du Loup.


WM. F. DIBBLE,

R. A. HAY,
Secretary.

Chairman.
——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 4 - Saturday, January 8, 1870 - WOODSTOCK RAILWAY COMPANY

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Shareholders of the Woodstock Railway Company, in accordance with the Bye-Laws, Chapter 1, of said Company, will be held in Connell’s Hall, Woodstock on the Tuesday after the first day of January next, being the fourth day of that month at 1:00 o’clock p.m., for the election of officers for the ensuing year, and for the transaction of such other business as may properly come before the meeting.


Dated at Woodstock, the 22nd day of November, A.D. 1869.


JAS. WATTS
R. A. HAY,


Secretary
President
——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, January 29, 1870 - WOODSTOCK RAILWAY - The adjourned meeting of the Shareholders of the Woodstock Railway Company was held in Connell’s Hall, on Tuesday last, the President in the Chair.  There was a much larger attendance of Shareholders present than at the previous meeting.  Mr. Hay submitted a report from the Directors, stating that the bond-holders in St. Stephen were unwilling to grant an extension of time, as were a majority of the bond-holders in Woodstock.


A committee was appointed consisting of two Directors, Messrs Longstaff and Dibblee, and one shareholder, Mr. Wm. Dibblee, to take the matter into further consideration, and try to devise some means to raise funds to relieve the bonds.


Honourable Mr. Connell gave notice that application would be made to the Local Legislature, at its next session, for an Act to incorporate the Quebec and New Brunswick Railway Company, with power to construct a line of Railway from Woodstock along the valley of the St. John to Little Falls.  He also stated that a requisition for an extraordinary meeting of the shareholders to be called, was in process of signature, for the purpose of asking the Woodstock Railway Company to assign all the rights and powers granted it by the Act of Assembly to        in trust for an Association now being formed to construct and operate a line of Railway from the terminus of the Woodstock road to Little Falls, in Victoria County.


G. H. Ketchum, Esquire, was present, and, on invitation, made some remarks on the question of railway connection with Little Falls.


So far as we could judge the feeling of the meeting was decidedly opposed to the Company assigning their rights; at any rate, unless there was some unmistakable security given, that the parties receiving the assignment would commence at the present terminus of the Woodstock road, and build the line by the most direct and practicable line to Little Falls.

——

Fredericton, New Brunswick Reporter, Page 2 - Friday, March 4, 1870 - RAILWAY MEETING AT WOODSTOCK - Telegraph - On Wednesday an Extraordinary Meeting of the shareholders of the Woodstock Railway Company was well attended.  Sheriff Temple, J. L. Inches, H. G. C. Ketchum, C.E. from Fredericton were present.  A resolution was moved, seconded and discussed, agreeing to assign the rights of the Woodstock Railway Company to extend their line, to an Association now forming to build a Railway from Fredericton to Riviere du Loup.  The feeling of the meeting was decidedly opposed to the assignment.  An adjournment sine die was carried without any vote being taken on the resolution.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, March 19, 1870 - We notice by the Saint John papers that the fare, over the Western Extension, from Fairville to Woodstock, has been reduced to $3.75.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, May 14, 1870 - Only about half a dozen stockholders attended the adjourned meeting of the Woodstock Railway Company on Wednesday last, and it was still further adjourned until Wednesday, at the same time and place.

——

Woodstock, NB - Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, October 15, 1870 - FREIGHT RATES - By an arrangement between the proprietor of the Steamer St. John and Mr. Osborne, a reduction in the price of certain kinds of freight, from Saint John to Woodstock, has been affected.  In future, until further notice, the freight charged on casks of molasses will be $3.30; cases of merchandise 10 cents per cubic foot; casks of vinegar, 40 gallons, 75 cents.  This is a matter of importance to importers and consumers.

——

Saint John, The Daily Morning News, Page 3 - Tuesday, January 17, 1871 - LOCAL MATTERS - Woodstock Branch Railway - The Sentinel states that an application was made to the Carleton Municipality by the President and Directors of the Woodstock Branch Railway, for a loan of $22,000, to pay off pressing claims, so that the line might not pass out of their hands, but the petition was denied, and a motion to loan $12,000 for the purpose was lost by a vote of 14 to 7.  The Sentinel expects the cars will now cease running into Woodstock.

——

Saint John, The Daily Morning News, Page 3 - Thursday, May 18, 1871 - LOCAL MATTERS - Sale of The Woodstock Branch Railway - A special telegram to this paper received from Woodstock last evening states that the Woodstock Branch Railway was yesterday sold at Sheriff’s sale for $460 to James Domville, Esquire of this City.

——

Woodstock, Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 ! Saturday, March 10, 1877 - By Telegraph to Carleton Sentinel - Fredericton, March 8 - Yesterday quite a long discussion on a bill to amend and consolidate Albert Railway Company acts.  Sections passed extending time for completion of road to June 1878, and making some other changes.


Cotterall spoke at some length, arguing that Railway Company had too much advantage in settlement of damages when building road through improved lands.

——


Stevenson’s bill to confirm deed of transfer made between New Brunswick & Canada and New Brunswick Railway of Woodstock branch was agreed to.

——

Woodstock, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 ! Saturday, May 5, 1877 - Next week it is anticipated that through connection will be made between the New Brunswick and New Brunswick & Canada Railroads.  All the arrangements for putting freight and a\passengers through without delay, at Woodstock, have been completed, and should no untoward event happen, on and after the seventh they will be carried into effect.  During this week the freight from the new Brunswick road has been taken by its trains directly to the New Brunswick & Canada depot here.

——

Woodstock, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 ! Saturday, May 19, 1877 - The engine and tender of the train that arrived here from St. Stephen on Wednesday afternoon, while shunting into the Engine House got off the iron and sustained something of a smash up.

——

Woodstock, The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2  - Saturday, March 29, 1879 - REPORT OF AUDIT ON THE RAILWAY DEBT SINKING FUND - Adopted by the Town Council and ordered to be published, March 20th, 1879,

To His Worship the Mayor and Councillors of The Town of Woodstock,

The Committee appointed to audit the Railway Debt Sinking Fund, have attended to their duty and beg leave to submit the following:–


After a close and critical examination of the said account, the committee find the same plainly and correctly kept, showing at a glance the various sums, with their sources, received to the credit of the Sinking Fund, and the manner in which the same have been invested.  They have examined each bond, their denomination, with the amount paid for the same, and the interest received thereon, and find the same to correspond with the items charged and credited in the account.  Your committee also find that Mr. fisher has so kept the account that the debentures can by no possibility be used for any other purpose than that of the Sinking Fund; and that in case of that gentleman’s death, the same would at once be seen to be the property of the Town.


The committee would recommend that this report be published for the information of the rate-payers, and that in future the Sinking Fund account be audited each year, at the same time the Town accounts are audited.


Your committee cannot but compliment Mr. Fisher on his judicious management of the account, and the rate-payers on its present very satisfactory standing, and the near prospect of a lessening of the taxation on account of wiping off of this $20,000 indebtedness.


Herewith we beg to submit in detail a record of the account, and recommend that it be placed on file for future reference.


B. LYNCH,


JAS. WATTS,


HUGH HAY,


PHILIP McCAFFERY

Audit Committee

Woodstock, March 20, 1879.

ABSTRACT OF THE

Town of Woodstock Loan and Sinking Fund.
Received

1867

January 9 – Balance on hand,
$302.20

Notes, &c.
George Strickland


$124.92

J. C. Winslow


  505.75

Payson and others


  160.70

F. R. J. Dibble


  358.68

Jas. H. Jacques


  297.87

Balance on Stephenson Mortgage

  699.28


$2146.60

Scales
Rent of Scales to November 1878
752.00

Town
Interest of Coupons


6613.70


Treasurer
Sinking Fund


2529.75


$9134.43

Sundries
County Debenture & Interest

  971.23

Railway Stock


4000.00

Taxes



    24.07

Interest on deposit of this fund in Saving

   Bank to March 18, 1879

  240.02


$5235.32

Cross Entry
School and Fire Debenture sold to Trustees

   and Fire Committee
1775.00


$19,345.57
Paid
For debentures as per annexed record
$19297.41

Insurance on Town Hall


        35.00

Balance in hands L. P. Fisher, for Sinking

   Fund, March 1879.


        13.16


$19,345.57

Note: – The balance therefore is:

Actual value of Debentures
$20,525.00
Less reinvested
      1,775.00

$18,750.00
– Eds.  Sen.

——

Woodstock, Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, April 12, 1879 - JOTTINGS - What might have proved a serious accident occurred on the Woodstock Branch of the New Brunswick Railway, on Saturday.  The forward axle of a passenger car broke, and before the train was brought to a stand still, the car was dragged some distance on the rails.  The train was stopped on the end of the Shaw Creek Bridge.

——

Woodstock, Carleton-Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, December 4, 1880 - JOTTINGS - Business on all the Provincial lines of railway is decidedly brisk.  The lines coming into Woodstock are doing, we should judge, a fine business.

——

Woodstock, N.B. - The Carleton Sentinel, Page 2 - Saturday, September 30, 1882 - TOWN COUNCIL - An adjourned meeting of the Town Council was held on Tuesday evening.


The New Brunswick Railway Company asked permission to lower their tracks where it crosses Queen Street, some three feet, they in return to build the town a good and suitable approach to and from the river by said Queen Street.  On motion the Road Committee, associate with His Worship, are authorized to see the terms of the above proposition carried out.

——

Woodstock, NB - Woodstock Press, Page 2 - Thursday, July 12, 1883 - TOWN AND COUNTY - That caboose with hen-coop ornament, attracted considerable attention on Tuesday.

——

Saint John, Daily Sun, Page 8 - Saturday, July 9, 1892 - LOCAL MATTERS - Woodstock, C.P.R. Yard - The C.P.R. yard at Woodstock is to be changed.  It will be removed to a place below Connell’s foundry about 500 feet from the present yard.  A lot of grading will have to be done in addition to the erection of a new coal shed, a round house and a new freight shed, at a probable cost of $2,000.

——

Saint John, Daily Sun, Page 2 - Monday, July 11, 1892 - WOODSTOCK NEWS - Woodstock - July 8 - The C.P.R. having completed the survey of the site for their freight house, engine house, etc, will commence building at an early date.  The erection of some seven or eight buildings in number, means the outlaying of about $30,000.  The company expect to have them complete by October.

——

Canada, The Railway and Marine World, Page 109 - February, 1909 - C.P.R. BETTERMENTS, CONSTRUCTION, ETC. - WOODSTOCK BRANCH - During 1908 the company completed the following changes of line on the Woodstock branch in New Brunswick: Between mileage 55.3 and 59.8, a distance of 4.5 miles, not yet opened for traffic: between mileage 62.5 and mileage 64.0, a distance of 1.5 miles, which has been opened for traffic.

——

J. A. Clowes
- End of File -
Woodstock - 


